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cES PENNS T i a very true, though a very trite 
oi ee es eS principle, ‘* that the point of per- 
“ feétion is at a middle diftance be- 
(8 y 2s oe oF - enone two extremes:” and 
a O70}: 2 ve whoever is the leaft converfant with 
Cr eseAA OL the world, will have frequent op- 
portunities of convincing himfelf of it’s importance, 
whether he applies it to the morals, manners, or other 
objects of human action. 

I suAvy make it the fubje& of this day’s paper to 
particularize the danger of paffing too precipitately from 


one extreme to the other, in an inflance which I con- 








ceive to be of very material confequence to the enter- 
tainment, inftruction, and virtue of mankind. 

Tue diftinguifhing characteriftic of the laft age was 
Pepanrry. Every man appeared fo fenfibly convinced 


of 
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of the dignity and ufefulnefs of his own profeflion, 


that he confidered it as the only one meriting the 
attention of rcafonable creatures, and, wherever he 
was admitted, introduced it as fuch, without the leaft 
regard to times, perfons, or places. It was impof- 
fible to fit half an hour with the man of learning, 
without difcovering his contempt for every kind of dif- 
courfe that was not tindtured, like his own, with the 
fentiments and language of Ariftotle or Plato. Divines 
were apt but too often to perplex the heads of young 
ladies at tea-tables with fchool diftinétions, and the 
depths of metaphyfics ; and fuch jargon terms as capias’ss 
certiorari’s, and premunire facias’s, were more fre- 
quently the expreflions of lawyers in the fame company, 
than love and adoration, the natural language of the 
place. A military man no fooner entered a room, than 
you aflociated the difcharge of artillery with his appear- 
ance. The authority of his voice filenced every milder 
fubjec&t of converfation, and the battles of Blenheim and 
Ramillies, fo fatal to the enemy, were fought over again 
in very turbulent defcription, to the no fmall terror of 
his peaceable countrymen. 

Tue wits of thofe times very finely raillied this foi- 
ble: and it has indeed fuffered fuch difcouragement in 
our days, that an abfurdity, the very reverfe, though 
lefs to be juftified, has fucceeded in it’s place: I mean, 
a vicious affectation, in the prefent age, of avoiding that 
PepanTry which fo diftinguifhed the preceding one. 

Tuts affectation has been purfued to fuch lengths, 
that a perfon is efteemed very deficient in good-breed- 
ing, who ventures to explain himfelf on any fubjed, 
however naturally it may arife in company, which ge- 


nius, education, and his particular profeffion have qua- 


hfied 
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lified him to fupport. As a man of the world, he will 
divert the difcourfe to any other fubject, which, be- 
ing entirely unacquainted with, he is fecure of treating 
in a manner altogether removed from PEDANTRY. It 
is principally from this caufe, that converfation, which 
formerly was the means of communicating knowledge 
with the freedom and delicacy peculiar to it, and which 
rendered the groves of Academus, the porches of Ly- 
ceum, and the walks of Tufculum famous to pofterity, 
is degenerating into a ufelefs and infipid intercourfe ; 
while the moft trifling amufements, that relieve us from 
the anxiety of it, receive all our encouragement. 

Ir. is indeed no wonder that clubs and other ancient 
meetings for fociety are growing out of fafhion, when 
punttilio not only obliges you to be filent on thofe to- 
pics, which you are enclined, from your knowledge of 
them, to enter upon with freedom; but fubjects you 
to the mortification of hearing them difcuffed by perfons 
who never talked or thought of them till the prefent 
moment. The fituation of the fpeaker too, in fuch af- 
gemblies, can be no very defirable one, while he is vo- 
luntarily impofing the neceffity on himfelf of attempting 
a fubje@, when unprovided with materials for it. 

Tuis cuftom is in no fort confined to mixed compa- 
nies, where poflibly fome faint excufes might be offered 
for it; but operates equally where men of the fame 
profeffion are collected, who, to avoid feeming PepanTs 
in the eyes of each other, prefer obfcenity, imperti- 
nence, or abfurdity, to a converfation calculated to re- 
flect mutual light on thofe ftudies, which, either in fpe- 
culation or practice, are the employment of their lives. 

A very underftanding friend of mine, who, till 


within this month, has not vifited London for five and 


twenty 
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twenty years, was lamenting to me feriou‘ly the vifible 
declenfion of knowledge in this kingdom, and feemed 
apprehehfive that a country fo diftinguifhed for many 
ages, was relapfing again into it’s ancient barbarity. I 
was fomewhat furprifed at the peculiarity of his fen- 
timents, but did not remain long unacquainted with 
the caufe of them. It feems my friend had fpent 
the greateft part of that week in very ditterent fets of 
company. He had dined in the beginning of it ata 
vifitation, where the Britifh herring fifhery, and fome 
propofals refpecting the public debt had very warmly 
interefted the upper part of the table. He was the lefs 
in humour to relifh this difpute, as he had been kept up 
till three that very morning, in the neighbourhood of 
the exchange, as moderator in a controverfy on fore- 
knowledge and freewill. The next day, in Lincoln’s 
Inn Hall, he was not a little perplexed with the variety 
of opinions on the circulation of the blood, the produc- 
tion of chyle, and the powers of digeftion. It was his 
fortune afterwards to be prefent at Batfon’s coffze-houfe 
when the difpofition of the German army at the battle 
of Crottka, and the laft fiege of Coni were ‘feverely ar- 
raigned ; and to liften at the Tilt-yard to many objec- 
tions againft a decree in chancery, and to a difcourfe 
employed to afcertain the provinces of reafon, law and 
equity. His greateft mortification was in an admit- 
tance that morning to a junto of ftatefmen near White- 
hall, from whom nothing tranfpired after two hours 
attention to them, except fome injudicious, though 
modeft conjectures, on the future {port of Newmarket 
races. 

Ir was eafy for me, after this explanation, to account 
for the indifferent opinion my friend had conceived of 


the 
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‘the divinity, law, and phyfic; the politics, military 
knowledge, and trade of the prefent times: and yet, 
“from my “acquaintance with the characters he had feen, 
I may venture to affert, what in another age might have 
the appearance of a paradox, that he had been conver- 
fing with the moft eminent divines, lawyers, and-phy- 
ficians ; with the ableft ftatefmen, fkillfulleft command- 
ers, and’moft intelligent traders of any age or country. 
Tus humour, it is to be feared, will by degrees in- 
fect the pen as wellas the tongue; and that we fhall 
have apothecaries advertifing comments on Machiavel’s 
art of war, and ferjeants at law taking in fubfcriptions 
for fyftems of chymeftry, and differtations on midwife- 
ty. Every man’s experience will probably inform hiin 
that it has already extended itfelf to epiftolary writing, 
‘Thave a late difagreeable inftance of it in my own 
‘family : it is ina young gentleman, who left England 
with the higheft reputation, about a twelve-month fince, 
‘to make what is called the tour of Europe. He parted 
“from me with‘a promife of writing from Rome, where 
‘he propofed to continue fome time, after vifiting France» 
and the principal cities of Italy. -As I had formed very 
agreeable expectations from this correfpondence, I muft 
confefs my difappointment when his letter arrived. He 
never mentioned France, but to condemn the poft-hor- 
fes ; nor took notice of any circumftance in his paffage 
over the Alps, except the lofs of his hat and perriwig. 
One would have concluded him acheefe-monger from 
his defcription of Parma. His obfervations on Florence 
were confined folely to it’s wines: and though he was 
profoundly filent on the conftitution of Lucca, he talked 
very particularly of the olives it produced. He had oc- 
cafionally interfperfed fome anecdotes of himfelf : as that 


he 
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he had drank a little too freely at Genoa with lord A. 
That he had broke the weft window of the great church 
at Milan in a frolick with fir Thomas B. ‘That he had 
been plundered of his gold watch and {nuff-box by a 
courtefan of Venice ; and that he had attempted, in re- 
venge, tofink a gondola belonging tothe Doge. Thefe 
fingular contents really gave me pain, as I had a fincere 
affection for my coufin and his family ; and I began to 
moralize on the vanity and mifapplication of travelling 
into foreign countries. A packet of letters, which reach- 
ed me foon after, from other correfpondents at that trme 
in Italy, threw me into new perplexities: for they all 
concurred in reprefenting my relation as doing honour 
to his country by his genius and learning. They {poke 
of him as diftinguifhed for his knowledge of the religion, 
government, and antiquities of the ftates he had vifited ; 
and defcibed him as little lefs remarkable for his chaftity, 
fobriety, and gentlenefs of manners. A difagreement 
fo vifible between the letter from himfelf, and thofe 
which fucceeded it, was at firft indeed not eafily recon- 
ciled. Being fatisfied, however, that my intelligence 
from the latter might be relied on as certain, I at length 
made a difcovery, that my coufin had departed from his 
veracity on this occafion; and that he had affumed a 
character compounded of folly, ignorance and debauch- 
ery, to which he had no pretenfions ; preferring it to that 
of a gentleman, a fcholar, and a man of virtue, which 
really belonged to him; froma ftudious affectation of 
appearing to his friend in any other light, than the un- 
fafhionable one of a PEDANT. 


* .* In anfwer to Hillaria and her coufin, Iam forry to fay that it is not my 
good fortune to be the gentleman who has attraéted their notice. 
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